
 

 

I hope you enjoyed the summer??  
 

Happy New Year!!! A day and a metaphor for new beginnings, 
renewal and looking forward. It also reminds us of the adage “Time 
flies when you are having fun…” Isn’t that the truth! What happened 
to yesterday, to last fall, to the last 25 years??? It's also a day to 
reflect on the past, on the things we loved, on the things we wish we 
could do over, on the times of our lives! Busy day - whew! 

Maybe that’s why New Year’s Resolutions were invented. What do 
we want to do differently, better, healthier, happier! But why do them? Why dwell on what we think we have 
to change? That's kind of discouraging! 

I invite you to consider a New Year’s Resolution as an opportunity to give yourself a sense of accomplishment. 
A gift to future you. 

Last Sunday I spoke about Mr. Roger’s understanding that Heaven is a place where good people go after they 
die, but he didn’t want to wait. He wanted to live in Heaven right now, right here! 

So how about a resolution like “Let’s create heaven on earth, right here, right now!” What do you think? I 
imagine some of you think that’s a bit much, a bit over the top, a resolution we probably can’t accomplish. 

Last Sunday we also talked about loving ourselves so we could better love others, noting it was the most 
important commandment! So what if we combine our New Year’s Resolution with the most important 
commandment? 

“Oh great, that's so much easier to accomplish!” said that voice inside. 

I invite you to begin simply, gently, quietly - inside your head and your heart. 

Begin with gratitude. Consider, note, even write down what you are grateful for today - right now, right here! 
Don’t consider what you used to be able to do, or what happened that hurt; focus on today. “What am I thankful 
for right now.” 

Let Gratitude be the stairway to discovering love for all you have, for all you are. 

Let Gratitude be the stairway to loving yourself so you can better love others. 

Let Gratitude be the stairway to Heaven - right here, right now! 

Steve 
“No one has ever seen God; but if we love each other, God lives in us!" 1 John 4:12 
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Beat the After-Christmas Blues 

(Inspired by PositivelyPresent.com) 

 

The holidays are over, the days are short, dark, 

and often gloomy, and it’s cold.  Dreading the 

infamous question:  "What's your New Year's 

Resolution?"  Try something new! 

  
Make a Stay-the-Same Resolution: 

Instead of focusing on what you don’t want to be 

(or don’t feel you are), try zeroing in on what’s 

working about you and your life.  Think about what 

worked well in the previous year, what you want to 

stay the same, and direct your focus to creating 

more of that in your life. it’s sure to make January 

a bit more joyful (and perhaps a little less 

judgmental, too!).  

It was truly "A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood" on Sunday, December 29 as we celebrated the 5th Sunday 
and welcomed friends from local churches including St. David's Episcopal, Trenton United Methodist, and the 
Unitarian Church of Barneveld to join us in worship. 

The service was enhanced by our choir, a combined community bell choir, and guest organist, Jason Steiner 
(Gaby McGhee's grandson). 

Pastor Steve Vance began his message by re-enacting the well-recognized opening to "Mr. Rogers' 
Neighborhood", sweater and all. He referenced the renowned Fred Rogers (an ordained Presbyterian minister) 
and his work in TV and society to bring the concept of being a good neighbor to everyone. 

We are truly blessed to live in this neighborhood, with such great neighbors! 

Our next 5th Sunday Service will be held on March 30 at the Unitarian Church of Barneveld. 



  

 
January 
2 Mickey Howard 
3 Jim Allen 
4 Ryan Carnright 
6 Brenda & Paul Castle (A) 
9 Beverly Seifried 
12 Rich Mueller 
 A. J. Bosman 
 Carol Heburn 
13 Kathy Lemieux 
15 Lisa Burnham 
 Sarah (Clemmons) Palmer 
17 Mark Niedzielski 
18 Christopher Wall 
20 Evelyn Clark 
24 Ruth Walker 
 Karl Werbovetz 
 Patrick Phillips 
 Bob Wozna 
26 Walt Hagues 
 Tom Kraft 
28 Jessica (Aubry Meade) 
 



  

 
Worship Schedule        
Jan  5 -  Bonnie Tryon – Communion, Epiphany 
Jan 12 - Janet Stengel 
Jan 19 – Steve Vance 
Jan 26 – Steve Vance 
 
Events 
Choir Practice – Thursdays at 5:30 pm 
Jan 19 - Session Meeting - after worship 
Jan 26 - Annual Meeting and Vote on Nominating  
               Committee recommendations 
 

Check our website at "twinchurches.org" 
for a complete calendar of events 

https://www.twinchurches.org/

