
 

 

I hope you enjoyed the summer??  
 

Greetings from the still Frozen North! I was looking at pictures on 
my computer the other day because I inadvertently hit the wrong 
button and I found a photo of our home inundated with snow 
dated 12/2/25. I used to long for “old-fashioned winters” we 
knew as children……but not so much any more! As goes the old 
adage: “Be careful what you wish for.” 

As those in church learned this morning, after discernment, family 
discussions and prayer, the time has come to retire as your pastor. My thought is to stay until the end of 
the year, but if it facilitates an earlier transition, I will depart sooner. What is best for you is most important. 

As with any life decision this one is multifaceted, but the fact is at the end of each day I find myself with less 
energy than 4 years ago. It is time to take the next steps in the journey God has planned for me. 

I am saddened far more than I had anticipated. 

The Gift of being your pastor far surpassed any expectations. You sharing your lives with me has been a 
wonderful addition to my life. I am so grateful for your camaraderie, your laughter, your stories and your 
support. Thank you! 

I read a meditation this week about the Israelites looking back fondly on Egypt while they suffered their 
40 years in the desert. BUT… they were enslaved in Egypt! The point for the meditation is that we as 
humans do not like change! Yet constant change is a part of our lives. But if we embrace the new and trust 
in the future, we will prosper. 

You embraced me when the change was fairly significant so I know you will rise to this change and embrace 
the joy of new beginnings. 

You are loved more than you know: yes by me, but… there is another. 

Steve 

“No one has ever seen God; but if we love each other, God lives in us!" 1 John 4:12 
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Wurffel-Sills Scholarship and Interest-Free Student Loan Application 

It’s time to apply for the 2026-2027 Wurffel-Sills Scholarship and Interest-Free Student Loan 
Program! This application is open to all members of any church within the Synod of the 
Northeast. 

We are accepting applications for the following students: 

• Full-Time Undergraduate Students 

• Full-Time and Part-Time (At least half-time) Seminary Students (MDiv & MRE Studies) 

• CRE Certification Studies 

To apply go to our website: www.synodne.org and choose Wurffel-Sills Student Aid under the Grants tab. The 
deadline for applying and providing all required documentation is April 30, 2026. 

If you are applying for the first time, you will create your own profile to keep track of the status of your 
application. You can start, stop, and save your progress during the application to include (attach) required 
documents as needed. There are some documents and/or questionnaires that require others to complete on 
your behalf within the application. Please pay close attention to all the requirements and the application 
deadline of April 30, 2026. 

Always feel free to contact Stacy Galloway at Stacy.Galloway@synodne.org or (315) 446-5990, if you have any 
questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations, Katie! We are so lucky to have 

you on our Sunday school teaching staff, too! 

Lenten Soup & Study Series:  Faith & Imagination 

Join us and Clinton church neighbors on Wednesdays in Lent 

at 6:00 pm at St. Mary’s Catholic Church school on Prospect 

Street for a tasty soup supper and exploration of faith and 

imagination.  In the Lenten season, we will listen together for 

how God might speak to us in our own imaginations and one 

another’s.  

Each session stands alone, so all are welcome to join as able. 

Feb. 25: Lenten Hymns & Prayers-Fr. Dan Caruso 

Mar   4:  Watercolor Prayers-Mtr. Joanna Benskin 

Mar 11: Service Bulletin Blackout Poems-The Rev. Abel Roy 

Mar 18: Faith & Poetry-The Rev. Janet Griffiths 

Mar 25: Jesus as Storyteller-Pastor Scott Leonard 

https://synodne.org/wurffelsills-student-aid/
mailto:Stacy.Galloway@synodne.org


 

 

 

 

 

March  
2 Megan Hinge 
3 Ebony Finn 
4 Geri Gates  

Paul Mueller  
John Niedzielski 

5 Kerry (Allen) Welcome 
6 Ryan Meade (Jessica Aubry's 

husband) 
8 Bob VanGorder 

10 Lawson Condrey 
11 Evan Grenier 
12 Todd Finn 
13 Ian Phillips 
16 Elias Vannicola 
18 Debbie Bliss 
19 Virginia Kelly  

Joe LeBuis 
20 Gary Harvey, Jr. 
21 Gavin Doell 
23 Taylor (Beasley) Fitzgerald  

Marcia Jones 
24 Trace Finn 
26 Ryan Bliss 
28 Hailey Carnright 
31 Joanne Gates  

Harry Finn 
  

Worship Schedule        
Mar   1 - Steve Vance - Communion, St. David's Day 
Mar   8 - Bonnie Tryon 
Mar 15 - Steve Vance 
Mar 22 - Steve Vance 
Mar 29 - 5th Sunday at the Unitarian Church - Palm Sunday 
 
Events 
Choir Practice - Thursdays at 5:15 pm  
Mar   1 - Mission Committee meeting - after worship 
Mar   4 - Stone Soup - see Betsy Allen for time 
Mar 14 - Park Coffee House - Rattlin' Bog 
Mar 22 - Session Meeting - after worship 
Mar 28 - Park Coffee House - Rebecca Miner Band 

Check our website at "twinchurches.org" 
for a complete calendar of events 

https://www.twinchurches.org/

